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Blenheim CDP responds to government’s decision to transfer the National Treatment Agency’s (NTA) functions to the new Public Health Service
Blenheim CDP has responded to the Department of Health’s announcement that the National Treatment Agency for Substance Misuse (NTA) is to be abolished as a statutory organisation [1]. The NTA will cease to exist as an organisation in its own right but its functions will be transferred to a new Public Health Service, which will be directly accountable to the Secretary of State. The Public Health Service will also incorporate the functions of the Health Protection Agency.
For immediate release: Monday 26th July 
Blenheim CDP welcomes the announcement from the Secretary of State for Health that the National treatment Agency’s function’s will be transferred to a new Public Health Service in April 2012. 

  John Jolly Chief Executive of Blenheim CDP stated

“The NTA has overseen an amazing revolution in the availability and quality of drug treatment in England making our services truly world class. The progress achieved needs to be preserved and I am reassured that the proposed Public Heath Service would seem a sensible home for the NTA’s functions. “
 
“The announcement that the NTA’s functions will be transferred to the new public health agency and not abolished is welcome news and we particularly welcome the linking of the drug and alcohol treatment to a public health agenda.  However it will remain essential that drug treatment continues to be lead by a clear and powerful central body.” 

“Blenheim CDP shares the NTA view that today’s announcement is a very positive outcome for drug treatment and the announcement goes a considerable way in ensuring and safeguarding the delivery of drug treatment, including harm reduction.” 
Blenheim CDP welcomes the statement from the Secretary of State for Health that the new Public Health Service will have a ring-fenced budget at national and local level, although we would welcome clarification of what this will mean for drugs funding.
Blenheim CDP welcomes the fact that drug treatment remains a high priority under the new Governments arrangements. 
Blenheim CDP pledges to work with the NTA, PHS, commissioners, other providers and other key stakeholders to assist in any way possible in taking forward the NTA’s ambitious programme for change to the delivery of treatment over the next year. 
As an organization we welcome the priority of enabling people to make a full recovery from addiction, but would make a plea that this continues to be delivered in the context of the current full range of evidenced based treatment options.
